
 

Pamber Forest Nature Reserve 
Quarterly Newsletter  

April 2021 

 

For the entire 3 month period of this report we were in 

lockdown and this has resulted in volunteer work parties 

being cancelled, severely limiting the amount of work 

we  were able to do in the winter coppicing season. 

However, a pause in the coppice cycle of just one 

season is not a cause for concern so long as it is just 

one year, particularly on a site of this size. 

Spring started to show itself on 21st February when 

frogs appeared in both ponds and subsequently 

spawned from the 24th. On the 25th toads appeared in 

Gravel Pit Pond and had started spawning by the end of 

the month. 

The first butterflies on the wing were brimstone, 

peacock and comma all on 26th February, but it wasn’t 

until the warm spell in late March before large numbers 

appeared particularly on the 23rd when the temperature 

reached 23 C. 

The first adders are usually out in February, but this 

year we had to wait until the 1st March. 

 

Most of the usual spring flowers were in bloom by the 

end of March, but this year there was a particularly 

dazzling display of wild daffodils, the best I have seen 

for many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         The spri 

 

The spring bird migrants were vocal from 11 March 

when chiffchaffs were in song followed by blackcap on 

29th March and willow warbler on the 30th. Also on the 

30th a peregrine falcon was seen soaring high over the 

forest, and swallows were seen on the 1st April. 

As in the previous lockdowns visitor numbers have 

been very high and the muddy rides have taken a real 

hammering and will no doubt result in some serious 

damage to the flora along these rides, something I will 

need to assess later in the year. 
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